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SECTION 00 11 16 - INVITATION TO THE CSC STUDENT DESIGN CHALLENGE 

1.1 INVITATION 

.1 Construction Specification Canada (CSC) Grand Valley and Toronto Chapters invite you enter 
a design competition. This competition is open to all current post-secondary school students 
in Ontario with an interest in construction-related activities such as architecture, landscape 
architecture, engineering, interior design, construction management, innovative products, 
and manufacturing. 

.2 Entries can be submitted by individuals, or by teams consisting of up to four people. 

1.2 CLIENT 

.1 Your 'Client' is the CSC, and the chief organizing committee is comprised of the Grand Valley 
and Toronto Chapters. 

1.3 PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND SCOPE 

.1 Location:  Building A, 50 Grand Avenue S., Cambridge, ON.  

.2 Building A is one of the buildings in the Gas Light District in Cambridge (Galt) Ontario. 
Founded in 1859, a Canadian manufacturer of woodworking machinery and steam engines, 
The Goldie & McCulloch Company Ltd., operated its factories on the site for 120 years until 
its closure in 1980. The site is now undergoing revitalization as The Gaslight District which 
will be a hub of residential, boutique shops and restaurants, modern work environments, and 
cultural attractions within the historical complex. Building A is a two storey, limestone 
building with 22,000 sq. ft. 

.3 Focus/Theme:  This year’s theme features hospitality. At least 50% of the building must be 
dedicated to hospitality. The site could include amenities like a bar, boutique hotel, 
restaurant, etc. The sky is the limit.  

.4 Community:  The competition this year continues to embrace the context of being current 
and relevant. HIP Developments has agreed to partner with CSC.  

1.4 DESIGN CRITERIA 

.1 The existing building is a real building, but your design will be theoretical and without 
budgetary constraints. Be mindful of the building’s attributes and be innovative in your 
intervention. 
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.2 Design Concept Proposal:   

.1 The idea of design concept is especially important. Conveyed in 100 words, the design 
concept provides a statement or thesis identifying a ‘problem’ with either society or 
community on a project and how their design will address the issue. The design 
concept informs the decisions made throughout the design process and should be 
supported through research. A good design concept will elevate the design to a higher 
level of thinking and personal awareness.   

.2 Entries should be based on a clear design concept. This will be critical to the juror’s 
ability to evaluate each submission and assess the design concept ‘solution’ put forth 
in the design itself. Include the reasons why you chose the selected materials and how 
they tie back to the design concept. 

.3 Mandatory Materials: 

.1 Entries must incorporate five of the following ten product categories into their design. 
 

Natural Stone Architectural Coatings 
Acoustic Treatment Motorized Roller Shades and Curtains 

Decorative Metal Lighting 
Wood Living Wall and/or Green Roof 
Glass Sustainable Energy Source 

.2 Research and understanding of materials each of the five categories selected must be 
showcased as part of your submission. 

1.5 JUDGING CRITERIA 

.1 Please review the instructions for your submittal that are to be judged. If your submittals are 
not complete in accordance with the instructions, the Judges will disqualify your submittal. 
Your design will be evaluated based on the following criteria categories, with each category 
equally rated out of five points for a total of forty points. 

.1 Competition requirements completion. 

.2 Use of site and existing building. 

.3 Quality of graphic material. 

.4 Quality of written material. 

.5 Quality of specification section. 

.6 Use of requested materials. 

.7 Innovation. 

.8 Include a life safety plan. 
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1.6 EXISTING BUILDING INFORMATION 

.1 Existing building drawings can be found on the iGuide website: https://goiguide.com/csc. The 
constraints, requirements, and rewards are outlined in the competition document set 
available on the competition website, www.cscdesignchallenge.ca. 

1.7 INCENTIVE 

.1 Monetary Incentive: The winning entries will be awarded cash prizes as follows: 
.1 First place - $2,000. 
.2 Second place - $1,000. 
.3 Third place - $500 

.4 Fourth place - $250 

.5 Fifth place - $250 

.2 Publicity incentive:  The results of the competition will be published in Construction Canada 
Magazine. 

 

1.8 REGISTRATION 

.1 Registration Opens:  Tuesday, September 3, 2026. 

.2 Registration Closes:   

.1 University of Waterloo: Wednesday April 1st, 2027 at 5PM  

.2 All Other Universities and Colleges: Midnight, Monday, May 10, 2027. 

.3 Fee:  $25.00. Register on Karelo  (www.karelo.com, search “CSC Grand Valley Student Design 
Challenge”). 

 

1.9 SUBMISSIONS 

.1 All participants must register before submissions. Submissions must be uploaded before: 

.1 University of Waterloo: Wednesday April 8th, 2027 at 5PM. Submitted on Learn Arch 
655 course page and follow the submittal procedure in the design challenge instruction 
document. 

.2 Group B: Midnight, Monday, May 17, 2027. Follow the submittal procedure in the 
design challenge instruction document. 

 

https://goiguide.com/csc
https://www.karelo.com/register.php?BID=611&BT=10&Ev=23791
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1.10 USE OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 

.1 AI is an acceptable tool to refine and optimize student’s own design and narrative. It should 
not replace the student’s own creative and professional judgement, especially for 
generative and creative content.  

.2 Do not submit confidential competition provided materials to public AI tools.  

.3 Conduct ethical and professional use of AI, submittals will be monitored for AI-written 
narrative text, the view that overreliance being visible in results will be reviewed by judging 
panel, and points will be discredited for lack of authenticity. 

 

1.11 INQUIRIES 

.1 Inquiries can be made at: info@cscdesignchallenge.ca  
 

End of Section.  

 

mailto:info@cscdesignchallenge.ca
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SECTION 00 21 16 - CHALLENGE INSTRUCTIONS 

1.1 SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS - POSTERS 

.1 Provide presentation poster meeting the following minimum criteria: 

.1  Poster size and quantity:  

1. Maximum quantity:  3. 

.1 2 of the 3 posters will be showcased if entry places in the top 5.  
Indicate which 2 panels you would like displayed. 

.2 Ensure contrast between print and background so that it is easily 
read. 

2. Size:   24" x 36". 

3. File type:  PDF (Portable Document Format). 

4. Minimum DPI (dots per inch):  150 dpi. 

.2 Concept statement:  Include “Convey your Theme” – maximum 100 words on 
poster. 

.3 Minimum drawing criteria: 

1. Scale the drawings to convey the intent and be legible, keeping a minimum 
scale of 1:200 mm. 

2. Include the following drawings on the posters:   

.1 Floor Plan of each floor. 

.2 Reflected ceiling plan of each floor. 

.3 Two interior perspectives. 

.4 One exterior elevation showing Restaurant signage. 

.5 Two interior sections, each illustrating both floors and two interior 
elevations covering key elevations not illustrated in sections. 

1.2 SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS - MATERIAL SAMPLE FINISH BOARD 

.1 Provide a material sample finish board with physical material samples from your 
design concept.   

.2 Label all materials and indicate location in design concept.  

.1 Sample finishes board size and quantity:  

1. Maximum quantity:  1. 

2. Size:   24" x 36”. 
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.2 Electronic Submission:  For the electronic submission, include a photograph (jpg) 
of your material sample finish board.  Ensure all labels are legible. 

1.3 SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS - BOOKLET 

.1 Provide booklet meeting the following minimum criteria:  

.1 Booklet size and quantity:  

1. Size:  8-1/2“ x 11”. 

2. Quantity:  1 Booklet, maximum of 20 pages and 800 words. 

.2 Project Team: Include all team members first and last name, and email. If using 
school email address, provide an optional secondary email. 

.3 Design Concept Proposal maximum 100 words. 

.4 3-Part Specification of one of the five products selected from the ten options 
below, based on CSC recommended format and presentation style: 

1. Natural Stone or Tile. 
2. Acoustic Treatment. 
3. Decorative Metal. 
4. Wood. 
5. Glass. 
6. Architectural Coatings. 
7. Motorized Roller Shades and Curtains. 
8. Lighting. 
9. Wall and/or Green Roof. 
10. Sustainable Energy Source. 

.5 Description and location of the specific materials individually chosen to address 
each five of ten categories selected and incorporated into your design from list 
above.  Include your reason for selecting each material and how they relate to the 
design concept. 

1.4 SUBMITTAL PROCEDURE - ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION 

.1 Submit your initial submissions electronically using a file sharing system. Do not forget 
to pay your registration fee prior to submittal (refer to ‘Invitation to Design Challenge’ 
document). 

.2 You can use google drive folder or a Dropbox; you will be responsible for uploading 
your own submissions. Your submissions will only be shared with, and be viewable by, 
the CSC Student Design Challenge committee. 

.3 Create a new folder with this name type using your name “CSC-SDC-Team Name” 



  
 
 
 
Student Design Challenge 2027: "Tapping the Future" 
 
 

CSC Student Design Challenge 2027 

.4 Share the folder with “info@cscdesignchallenge.ca” 

.5 Contact us at “info@cscdesignchallenge.ca” if you encounter any issues. 

1.5 SUBMITTAL PROCEDURE – MAXIMUM ELECTRONIC FILE SIZE 

.1 Maximum total electronic file size for electronic submissions is 25 MB.  
 

End of Section. 


	00 01 01 - v2027 - Project Title Page - Ontario
	Tapping the Future: CSC Student Design Challenge 2027
	cscdesignchallenge.ca


	00 01 10 - v2027 - Table of Contents - Ontario
	00 01 10    TABLE OF CONTENTS
	Division 00 - Procurement and Contracting Requirements


	00 11 16 - v2027 - Invitation to Design Challenge - Ontario
	1.1 Invitation
	.1 Construction Specification Canada (CSC) Grand Valley and Toronto Chapters invite you enter a design competition. This competition is open to all current post-secondary school students in Ontario with an interest in construction-related activities s...
	.2 Entries can be submitted by individuals, or by teams consisting of up to four people.

	1.2 Client
	.1 Your 'Client' is the CSC, and the chief organizing committee is comprised of the Grand Valley and Toronto Chapters.

	1.3 Project Description and Scope
	.1 Location:  Building A, 50 Grand Avenue S., Cambridge, ON.
	.2 Building A is one of the buildings in the Gas Light District in Cambridge (Galt) Ontario. Founded in 1859, a Canadian manufacturer of woodworking machinery and steam engines, The Goldie & McCulloch Company Ltd., operated its factories on the site f...
	.3 Focus/Theme:  This year’s theme features hospitality. At least 50% of the building must be dedicated to hospitality. The site could include amenities like a bar, boutique hotel, restaurant, etc. The sky is the limit.
	.4 Community:  The competition this year continues to embrace the context of being current and relevant. HIP Developments has agreed to partner with CSC.

	1.4 Design Criteria
	.1 The existing building is a real building, but your design will be theoretical and without budgetary constraints. Be mindful of the building’s attributes and be innovative in your intervention.
	.2 Design Concept Proposal:
	.1 The idea of design concept is especially important. Conveyed in 100 words, the design concept provides a statement or thesis identifying a ‘problem’ with either society or community on a project and how their design will address the issue. The desi...
	.2 Entries should be based on a clear design concept. This will be critical to the juror’s ability to evaluate each submission and assess the design concept ‘solution’ put forth in the design itself. Include the reasons why you chose the selected mate...

	.3 Mandatory Materials:
	.1 Entries must incorporate five of the following ten product categories into their design.
	.2 Research and understanding of materials each of the five categories selected must be showcased as part of your submission.


	1.5 Judging Criteria
	.1 Please review the instructions for your submittal that are to be judged. If your submittals are not complete in accordance with the instructions, the Judges will disqualify your submittal. Your design will be evaluated based on the following criter...
	.1 Competition requirements completion.
	.2 Use of site and existing building.
	.3 Quality of graphic material.
	.4 Quality of written material.
	.5 Quality of specification section.
	.6 Use of requested materials.
	.7 Innovation.
	.8 Include a life safety plan.


	1.6 Existing Building Information
	.1 Existing building drawings can be found on the iGuide website: https://goiguide.com/csc. The constraints, requirements, and rewards are outlined in the competition document set available on the competition website, www.cscdesignchallenge.ca.

	1.7 Incentive
	.1 Monetary Incentive: The winning entries will be awarded cash prizes as follows:
	.1 First place - $2,000.
	.2 Second place - $1,000.
	.3 Third place - $500
	.4 Fourth place - $250
	.5 Fifth place - $250

	.2 Publicity incentive:  The results of the competition will be published in Construction Canada Magazine.

	1.8 Registration
	.1 Registration Opens:  Tuesday, September 3, 2026.
	.2 Registration Closes:
	.1 University of Waterloo: Wednesday April 1st, 2027 at 5PM
	.2 All Other Universities and Colleges: Midnight, Monday, May 10, 2027.

	.3 Fee:  $25.00. Register on Karelo  (www.karelo.com, search “CSC Grand Valley Student Design Challenge”).

	1.9 Submissions
	.1 All participants must register before submissions. Submissions must be uploaded before:
	.1 University of Waterloo: Wednesday April 8th, 2027 at 5PM. Submitted on Learn Arch 655 course page and follow the submittal procedure in the design challenge instruction document.
	.2 Group B: Midnight, Monday, May 17, 2027. Follow the submittal procedure in the design challenge instruction document.


	1.10 USE OF Artificial intelligence
	.1 AI is an acceptable tool to refine and optimize student’s own design and narrative. It should not replace the student’s own creative and professional judgement, especially for generative and creative content.
	.2 Do not submit confidential competition provided materials to public AI tools.
	.3 Conduct ethical and professional use of AI, submittals will be monitored for AI-written narrative text, the view that overreliance being visible in results will be reviewed by judging panel, and points will be discredited for lack of authenticity.

	1.11 Inquiries
	.1 Inquiries can be made at: info@cscdesignchallenge.ca


	00 21 16 - v2027 - Challenge Instructions - Ontario
	1.1 Submittal Requirements - Posters
	.1 Provide presentation poster meeting the following minimum criteria:
	.1  Poster size and quantity:
	1. Maximum quantity:  3.
	.1 2 of the 3 posters will be showcased if entry places in the top 5.  Indicate which 2 panels you would like displayed.
	.2 Ensure contrast between print and background so that it is easily read.

	2. Size:   24" x 36".
	3. File type:  PDF (Portable Document Format).
	4. Minimum DPI (dots per inch):  150 dpi.

	.2 Concept statement:  Include “Convey your Theme” – maximum 100 words on poster.
	.3 Minimum drawing criteria:
	1. Scale the drawings to convey the intent and be legible, keeping a minimum scale of 1:200 mm.
	2. Include the following drawings on the posters:
	.1 Floor Plan of each floor.
	.2 Reflected ceiling plan of each floor.
	.3 Two interior perspectives.
	.4 One exterior elevation showing Restaurant signage.
	.5 Two interior sections, each illustrating both floors and two interior elevations covering key elevations not illustrated in sections.




	1.2 Submittal Requirements - Material Sample Finish Board
	.1 Provide a material sample finish board with physical material samples from your design concept.
	.2 Label all materials and indicate location in design concept.
	.1 Sample finishes board size and quantity:
	1. Maximum quantity:  1.
	2. Size:   24" x 36”.

	.2 Electronic Submission:  For the electronic submission, include a photograph (jpg) of your material sample finish board.  Ensure all labels are legible.


	1.3 Submittal Requirements - Booklet
	.1 Provide booklet meeting the following minimum criteria:
	.1 Booklet size and quantity:
	1. Size:  8-1/2“ x 11”.
	2. Quantity:  1 Booklet, maximum of 20 pages and 800 words.

	.2 Project Team: Include all team members first and last name, and email. If using school email address, provide an optional secondary email.
	.3 Design Concept Proposal maximum 100 words.
	.4 3-Part Specification of one of the five products selected from the ten options below, based on CSC recommended format and presentation style:
	1. Natural Stone or Tile.
	2. Acoustic Treatment.
	3. Decorative Metal.
	4. Wood.
	5. Glass.
	6. Architectural Coatings.
	7. Motorized Roller Shades and Curtains.
	8. Lighting.
	9. Wall and/or Green Roof.
	10. Sustainable Energy Source.

	.5 Description and location of the specific materials individually chosen to address each five of ten categories selected and incorporated into your design from list above.  Include your reason for selecting each material and how they relate to the de...


	1.4 Submittal Procedure - Electronic Submission
	.1 Submit your initial submissions electronically using a file sharing system. Do not forget to pay your registration fee prior to submittal (refer to ‘Invitation to Design Challenge’ document).
	.2 You can use google drive folder or a Dropbox; you will be responsible for uploading your own submissions. Your submissions will only be shared with, and be viewable by, the CSC Student Design Challenge committee.
	.3 Create a new folder with this name type using your name “CSC-SDC-Team Name”
	.4 Share the folder with “info@cscdesignchallenge.ca”
	.5 Contact us at “info@cscdesignchallenge.ca” if you encounter any issues.

	1.5 Submittal Procedure – Maximum electronic file size
	.1 Maximum total electronic file size for electronic submissions is 25 MB.



